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CFES President’s report for Annual Council meeting and AGM, April 12-13, 2019 
 
This report marks the end of my second and final year as CFES President and is submitted as part of the                     
20th CFES Council and AGM. The Board has again worked hard over the past year on behalf of CFES                   
Council to deliver the ongoing programs and to build on the discussions at the 2018 Council meeting.                 
This year’s meeting will again provide an opportunity to hear about and discuss the activities of the                 
various directors, but also to have some broad discussions about the Earth Sciences in Canada and how                 
we can continue to improve the health of our collective.  
 
Board and Council membership 
This meeting will see us saying goodbye to several people who have served CFES over many years:                 
Sandra Barr (Past-President), Sarina Cotroneo (Communications Director), Lesley Hymers (Outreach          
Director), and Sam Kelley (Finance Director). In addition, Stephen Johnston’s role as International             
Director ended mid-year. I would like to thank each of them and acknowledge their dedicated service                
and hard work over the years. Their commitment to CFES has made my job as President much easier                  
than it could have been and they have contributed significantly to the CFES mandate. The slate of                 
Directors proposed for 2019-2020 includes two changes to roles and three new directors. Sandra will be                
leaving the CFES board, having served for six years as President-Elect, President and Past-President. I will                
become Past-President and Graziella Grech will take over as President. Our incoming President-Elect is              
Ollie Bonham. Beth McLarty Halfkenny will be joining the Board as the Outreach Director as she is the                  
incoming President of CGEN. In addition, nominees for the two other directors’ positions are Diane               
Hanano (Communications) and Jen Parks (Finance). In addition, Mostafa Fayak became our International             
Director during the past year. In the coming year, we shall be seeking nominations for a new                 
President-Elect. Please see the nomination committee’s report for further details (prepared by Sandra             
Barr). I will end this section by noting that we gained an observer organization this year: the Canadian                  
chapter of the International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG-Canada). 
 
Finances 
As was the case last year, in terms of normal operations, the CFES budget is close to being balanced (see                    
Finance Director’s report prepared by Sam Kelley). In the past year, we had some expenditures that are                 
not part of normal operations, specifically the Geoscience and Canada brochure, a donation to the               
Science Media Centre of Canada (SMCC), and sponsorship of a Bacon & Eggheads talk on Parliament Hill.                 
Our predicted expenditures for website updates and the preparation of a SciEngPages document for              
PAGSE did not occur; both will, however, occur in the coming year.  
 
International 
CFES is a key representative of Canadian earth science internationally. There are three components to               
this that are facilitated through Canadian National Committees (CNCs): The CNC for Geoparks (chaired              
by Godfrey Nowlan), the CNC for IUGS (International Union of Geological Sciences; chaired by Daniel               
Lebel), and the CNC for IGCP (International Geological Correlation Program; chaired by Stephen             
Johnston). Canada is well represented and active in these areas. We have many aspiring geoparks and                
are one of the more active countries in this regard. Geoparks is a UNESCO program, and in the very near                    
future, Geoparks in Canada will be run through an independent not-for-profit corporation, which will              



better conform with the UNESCO structure. The plan is for CFES to continue to play a role. Canadian                  
earth scientists are heavily involved in IGCP projects, including in various leadership roles, and we have                
strong representation with IUGS – the current IUGS President is Dr. Quiming Cheng of York University.                
More details are presented in the International Director’s report (prepared by Mostafa Fayek), which              
includes the CNC-Geoparks report (prepared by Godfrey Nowlan).  
 
In addition to these activities, Canada hosted the Resources for Future Generations (RFG) conference in               
Vancouver in June 2018, which was run under the IUGS banner. There have been a series of meetings of                   
CNC-IUGS in the last few months to discuss the possibility of Canada continuing a leadership role in this                  
area and potentially hosting future RFG meetings and related activities. A document has been prepared               
to facilitate discussion of this topic, and will be one of the discussion items at this council meeting. The                   
document and some powerpoint slides have been distributed with the meeting materials. 
 
Mentorship Medal 
We again received an excellent slate of candidates for the mentorship medal, and for 2019 has been                 
awarded to Dr. Georgia Pe-Piper, Professor at St. Mary's University in Halifax. Details are provided in the                 
mentorship medal report submitted by Sandra Barr. 
 
The Canada Prize 
“The Canada Prize for Earth and Environmental Science is perceived as an international award for               
outstanding research contributing to our understanding of the Earth Systems and to solving problems              
concerning the environment and the sustainability of life on Earth.” This text is taken from a                
promotional flyer for the prize. This prize is envisioned as a “Nobel Prize” for Earth and Environmental                 
Sciences. The CFES Board has recommended to the Canada Prize Foundation that CFES be represented               
by the Past President on their board. A search for board members and donors continues. Please see the                  
report from Sandra Barr on this topic. 
 
Four Billion Years and Counting/Quatre milliards d’années d’histoire Books 
The second printing of the FBY and QMA books continue to sell at a steady rate. It is prudent that we                     
continue to think about where we can market the book; one recent request was made for a university                  
service course, which is a potential new market.  Please see  the report submitted by Sandra Barr.  
 
CanGeoRef 
CanGeoRef, a database of Earth Science references that pertain to Canada, continues to grow, and is a                 
subset of AGI’s Georef database that is available at reduced cost. A significant focus has been provincial                 
government publications: the datasets for most provinces and territories have been entered. We             
continue to discuss marketing and pricing options with AGI, who are very open to new ideas that will                  
lead to wider usage and buy-in from the Canadian geoscience community. More details can be found in                 
the CanGeoRef report prepared by Christian Bohm. 
 
PAGSE  
PAGSE (The Partnership Group for Science and Engineering) is a committee comprising representatives             
of a wide range of science and engineering organizations, including CFES, the mandate of which is to                 
represent the Canadian science and engineering community to the Government of Canada. This is              
achieved through a variety of activities, including the Bacon & Eggheads breakfast presentations, where              
a topic of importance is presented to MPs and other government employees. Another communication              
tool is the SciEng Pages. These short documents explain an important topic in science or engineering,                
and are commonly released in coordination with a Bacon & Eggheads event. I am pleased to report that                  

http://pagse.org/en/main.htm
http://sciengpages.ca/


CFES sponsored what I believe is its first Bacon & Eggheads event in February. The speaker was Dr. John                   
Thompson, who spoke on “Metals and sustainability – Earth’s odd couple”. All reports are that it was                 
well-received. We will will be working with Dr. Thompson and PAGSE to develop a SciEng Pages as a                  
follow-up. I would like to thank Chris Burn, who continues to represent CFES on the PAGSE committee,                 
and who provides Earth Science input to the PAGSE discussions and documents. 
 
Communications 
As I noted last year, the CFES website continues to evolve and grow, as does our social media presence.                   
The number of Twitter and Facebook followers is now over 600 and 400, respectively, with ~60,000                
Twitter impressions over the past year. We have had extensive discussions about the future of our                
websites and the relationship to the CGEN site and those at earthsciencescanada.com. We have              
decided to move all content onto the Wix platform, which currently hosts the main CFES pages at                 
www.cfes-fcst.ca. Please see the communication director’s report for more details, prepared by Sarina             
Cotroneo. 
 
Outreach and Education 
The outreach and education component of CFES’ activities are facilitated through the Canadian             
Geoscience Education Network (CGEN). Core to CGEN’s activities is the EdGeo workshops program;             
workshops continue to be offered across the country and there are a variety of web resources available.                 
As part of the reorganization of our website hosting, the various CGEN outreach sites will come under                 
the same umbrella, and will undergo some redesign. CGEN continues to seek CFES member organization               
input into these, such as the careers site. CGEN was heavily involved in the education and outreach                 
components of RFG2018, and is now working on legacy publications based on those activities. CGEN               
could and should benefit from ideas and input from member organizations, bringing the widely available               
pool of expertise to bear on enhancing our outreach and education activities. More details can be found                 
in the outreach (CGEN) report prepared by Lesley Hymers. 
 
Media Liaison 
At last year’s council meeting, Council added a Director for Media Liaison, who is responsible for                
developing mechanisms for CFES and its member organizations to liaise with the media and provide               
topics and stories. This was envisaged to largely occur through the Science Media Centre of Canada,                
although PAGSE was also a consideration; our own websites and social media also factor into this. Kathy                 
Dunnell, our Director for Media Liaison sent out a survey to member organizations, the results of which                 
are summarized in her report. In addition, Kathy is working on a database of experts that the media can                   
call on when necessary. Related to this is the development of fact sheets. Providing accurate and up to                  
date information to the media, public, and government about earth science topics, and how each earth                
science organization in Canada contributes knowledge for these topics, is a goal of CFES. Part of the                 
general discussion later in the meeting will focus on identifying suitable topics and the necessary               
experts. As a start, we have formed a committee, chaired by Chris Burn, to create a fact sheet on climate                    
change. 
 
Geoscience and Canada Brochure 
As I hope all of you are aware, the Geoscience and Canada brochure was published and distributed last                  
year. This joint project with Geoscientists Canada provides policy makers and others with an excellent               
synopsis of the earth sciences and their importance and relevance to Canada and Canadians.  
 

 

http://earthsciencescanada.com/
http://www.cfes-fcst.ca/
http://earthsciencescanada.com/cgen/index.php?page=home
http://www.edgeo.org/en_CA/


Health of Canadian Earth Sciences 

The CFES member organizations are a diverse group that represent different aspects of the Earth               

Science community in Canada. The CFES Council meeting is an opportunity (the only opportunity?) for               

the various organizations to learn about one another, and particularly what successes they have had and                

what challenges they face. The health of the earth sciences in Canada as a whole is related to the health                    

of their various organizations. Can we learn from one another such that we are all more successful and                  

are there potential initiatives that would benefit from greater collaborations among organizations on             

issues that are of common interest?  This will be the focus of a discussion item later in the meeting. 

 

National Research Plan 

Both Australia and the United States have developed national research plans for the earth sciences.               

These documents have been distributed to Council (the Australians have two). The Australian one is               

called "Our Planet, Australia’s Future. A decade of transition in Geoscience (A decadal plan for Australian                

Geoscience 2018–27)" and the US one is "New Research Opportunities in the Earth Sciences". The former                

was developed by the National Committee for Earth Sciences of the Australian Academy of Sciences, and                

the latter by the National Science Foundation and the National Academy of Sciences. In Canada, the                

earth sciences did not fare well in the last NSERC reallocations exercise. Anecdotally (none of the Board                 

were directly involved), that was said to be in large part because we were disorganized and divided,                 

whereas other disciplines (e.g., chemistry, physics) were organized, knew what their priorities were, and              

were all on the same page, with the same message. The Canadian Association of Physics (CAP) has a                  

dedicated board member and committee for NSERC and an entire website dedicated to that endeavor.               

The question then is, should the earth science community be working toward a coordinated approach to                

research funding (cf. CAP) and/or a document that is analogous to those that the Australians and                

Americans have developed, and that lays out the importance of earth science research and provides               

some vision about what the key areas and priorities are for the future? This will also be a topic for                    

discussion in the latter part of the meeting. 

 

Concluding Remarks 

In conclusion, I feel that CFES has moved forward in the last couple of years and is building a profile in                     

representing Canadian earth science. There is, however, a long way to go and, as I have said on a                   

number of occasions, CFES is its member organizations. The Board members carry out the wishes of                

Council to the best of their abilities but they ultimately rely on the member organizations for support,                 

input, and direction. I would like to thank all of the board members for their dedication and support                  

over the past two years. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Iain Samson 
CFES President, April 2019. 

https://www.cap.ca/about-us/committees/cap-nserc-liaison-committee/
http://www.phys-cap-nserc.org/

